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Comment, Adminiffir's Intcnt to Issue a Class I Air Quality Operating
Permit to AIIow Sierra Pcific Resources Compmy to Consrud a Class 1

Facility 30 Miles Nor& of Ely, Nevada

Dear Mr. Vega:

This Comment is submitted following fte Srrmit Lake Paiute Tribe's receipt of your
agency's Notice of Proposed Action to Isrp a Class I Air Qrality Operating Permit to allow
Sierra Pacific Resources Compry to cmstrrrct a Class t feility 3O Miles north of Ely, Nevada,
and before the Notice's statod deadlis of Jcuary 9, 2m8.

By way of introductioq my name is Ron Eagleye Johnny, 8.A., J.D.; I am the Summit
Lake Paiute Tribe's Environmental Coordinator The Sumqit take Paiute Tiibe is a federally-
recogniT6d Indian fiibe. It is my duty to rcview and provide comments on any projects that could
have potential impacts on ribal res{x}rces d review and provide comln€nts on environmental
documents from outside agercies d or gro*rys t&d c€trld imprct fribal lmds. I am a Northern
Paiute. I'm a former Tribal Chairmm (1987-89) of tb federally-recogrr?ed Fort McDermitt
Paiute-Shoshone Tribo of Ncvda and Orcgon, a ncighboring tibe of thc Summit Lake Paiute
Tribe. I am also a publi*ed anl*or m envirmmental issres q€d€d by non-Indians and state and
federal governments md imposod or prrqosd to be iryosod on American Indians (Native
Americans). See e.g., Ericksur, Jon, &lar€ Chrymm srd Ron Eagleys Johnny, "Monitored
Retrievable Storage of Nrplec Waste in Indim Ccrnfry: Liability, Sovereignty, and
Socimconomics," l9(l) Amertcan Indian Lcw Review 73-103 {Normq OK: University of
Oklahoma" 1994\.

As People who had &e vastm4uity oftheirditi@al temitory of 2,800 square miles in
what are now the states of Nevada ild Orcgm' illegslly takeir from them but still retaining the
right to hunt, fislU gad}r,r, wd prwtkn sptrierfft d religiaus activities at all usual and
accustomed places without a staie license whetbs it now be pnivde or Erblic lands (since those
rights were not compensded b5' the U-S- Carnt of Idia Clains} the Summit Lake Paiute Tribe

' See Omer C- Stewarq Northein Paiufc Ehds, Vol- | No- 3, Anftropological Reports 127,

135-136 @erkeley, CA: University of Califmnia Prress, f939) (identifies the geographical limits
of the original 2,8fr) square miles of thp Tribe's traditional trrntnry, md that the Tribe was
traditionally known (@d still kmrvr today arcrrg ofber nsthem Northem Paiutes) as

Aga'ipafiinaddlcadfr f'fish lake eaters") @ite havieg chaged thir name in response to the
Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 iE 1964 which wrc ryovd b5'fu Uaited States on January
8, 1965).

Re:



is wryried ths th€ Stde sf Nwada is permiaiog toc much pollution into the air which may
regdiveS affect tk aaditimat fmds the mnkrs of fh Summil l^ake Paiute Tribe, other
mtbrnN*r* Pa;ut€ tribs, d Wesie"n Slpsbne Ndblr tribes have the legal right to hunt,
fish atd gather d all usual and rccusfomd plmes-

Summit lake is home to ons of f€w patunlly spawning lahontan Cutthroat Trout (LCT);
these fish are listed in the fcderal Endangercd Spcies List * tftreatcnod.

The State of Idaho md tk federally{€coggizd Sbsk-Paiute Trib of Nevada and

Idaho (of the Duck Valley Idim Rcser,wfi€*) heve reeectly anmueced wamiags to the public to
limit eating trout taken from strieams snd rivers, inctuding Sheep Creek on the Duck Valley
Indian Resewdion, beanse of air bonne oercury conmination alleged from gold mines in
Nevada.

The Summit Lake Paiute Trik believes th* tk issumce of a Class I Air Quality
Operating Permit to allow Sieira Pacific Resorrces Cmpy to eonstruct a Class I facility 30
Miles north of Ely, Nevda is preu&re ed that not mngb shdy of the affects of the
contaminates md other air borne prticulates from the proposed frcitity, md all other facilities
who are authorized bt'the Statc of N€vada to cmtminate trs airryift contrminates and other air
borne particulates which may joia wift Ss contminatss and other air borne paniculates of this
proposed Class I facllity, on thc ditionrt f,mds drln Norfun Paiut€ fibes, and other tibes
closer to the proposed facility, k talees plee.

Sincerely,

[\s/Vetuq,\PV"}9I{n*Y
Ron Eagleye Johnny, B.A., J.D.
Environmental Coordinator
Summit Lake Paiute Tribe
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